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Aspiration Caused by Recurrent Laryngeal Nerve Paralysis

Takemoto SHIN, Tadatsugu MAEYAMA, Ikuro MORIKAW Aand Kohji NAKAAKIT*

The purpose of this investigation was to clarify the caused factors of aspiration resulting from re-
current laryngeal nerve paralysis. Fourteen patients who complained of aspiration were studied. The
data were obtained and analyzed by fluoroscopic X-ray cinematography. The results are summarized
as follows : 1. Only 5 out of 14 patients (36 %) complaining of aspiration were actually confirmed radio-
logically to be suffering from aspiration. 2. There was no relation between the state of aspiration and
the position of the paralyzed vocal fold. 3. Aspiration occurs in both the rising and falling phases of la-
ryngeal movement. 4. It appears that aspiration results from an incompetent sphincteric action and/or
a weak protective reaction.
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